
Andover High School 
Education Plan



Education Plan

The AHS education plan drives the design for the building project:
• Supports architects, project managers, and stakeholders’ goals to design a school that 

supports the educational objectives and needs
• Articulates Andover High School’s current educational program
• Provides context and programmatic goals for future teaching and learning  practices



Project Need

Two primary issues have prompted this request for 
renovation and/or new building: 
• Current overcrowding at Andover High School 
• Lack of adequate space appropriately arranged and 

outfitted to meet the educational needs of Andover 
High School’s student population.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The existing conditions at Andover High School are overcrowded because: (1) Enrollment is significantly higher than the building was designed to accommodate, and (2) Requirements for learning environments



Core Education Principles

• Authentic Learning Spaces
• Social-Emotional Learning
• Data Informed Decisions
• Universal Design for Learning
• Teacher Collaboration

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Andover has identified five major principles that are core to the way it provides education to all students. The intent is that the design of the new or renovated Andover High School should both reflect and facilitate the implementation of these principles, building-wide and on a daily basis.



Implication On Design -
Authentic Learning Experiences

A new school environment will offer 
students the opportunity for:

• 21st century and beyond learning 
environments

• Makerspaces and technology 
centers of sufficient size and 
number in appropriate locations for 
student use 

• Flexible spaces suitable for small-
and large-group presentations, 
performances, and meetings, as 
needed.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
*Caitlin-I would consider adding some language around the freshman academy model here & how the program has implications for the design. Also the goals for the cafeteria, more opportunities for arts program element/expansion, areas for expansion of the technology courses, and the additional science labs



Implications On Design -
Social Emotional Learning

New spaces in the school will support:
• Students’ social and emotional growth allowing students to meet, collaborate, and 

learn in engaging and new collaborative spaces. 
• Community spaces, meeting rooms, gathering areas, and project spaces will 

encourage opportunities for collaboration, mentoring, and peer support. 
• Improved counseling suite will house calm/quiet rooms designed with soft lighting, 

carpeting, and comfortable furniture where students will receive counseling and 
support. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
*The SEL work at the high school should also provide opportunities to develop inclusive opportunities for students, including opportunities for students to engage with each other to create a trueschool community, areas to develop their skills and individual passions, and the new spaces allow for students to receive optimal educational  opportunities to develop future personal pathways and career goals.Indoor and outdoor spaces, small group meeting opportunities reflect APS goals for developing students’ abilities to communicate, share ideas, collaborate, engage in discourse, and learn from a diverse group of student peers.  These communication skills are represented in how we organize, how we use space, and how we bring students together to build a strong school community that reflects the values and vision characterized by the district’s organizational plan and the work towards building the APS Vision of a Graduate. 



Implications On Design -
Universal Design for Learning

A new high school design will offer:

• Collaborative and engaging environments for all 
students.

• Supportive tools, strategies, and technologies for all 
students.

• Classrooms equipped with an FM system that can be 
paired with a student’s hearing assistive device.

• Furniture, such as standing desks, tables to 
accommodate wheelchairs and other adaptive needs. 

• Adaptive gym equipment for those students with a 
physical handicap. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
UDL offers an inclusive environment where diversity is valued and all students are able to succeed.  APS goals for UDL include:In alignment with its goal of providing inclusive instruction in accordance with the principles of universal design for learning, the District seeks to provide flexible learning environments that can accommodate individual learning differences.  

https://sites.google.com/aps.edu/udl-student-and-parent-page/home/udl-tools?authuser=0


Implication On Design -
Teacher Collaboration

New high school design will: 

● Increase teacher collaboration and 
quality of instructional practice at the 
HS

● Offer staff more collaboration spaces

● Support and accommodate groups of 
faculty with gathering spaces, 
whiteboard wall surfaces, overhead 
projection, and flexible furniture to 
facilitate small groups during meetings 
and trainings.



Implication On Design -
9th Grade Academy

• The 9th grade academy space will provide 
students with a sense of belonging, a team-
like environment, and will offer students a 
location that enables a thoughtful and well-
planned integration into the high school 
experience. 

• The dedicated 9th grade academic program 
will offer students core academic content and 
specialist classes designed to accommodate 
grade-level expectations and supports for 
students’ academic, adolescent, and personal  
development.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The 9th grade academy space will provide students with a sense of belonging, a team-like environment, and will offer students a location that enables a thoughtful and well-planned integration into the high school experience. Teachers and specialists can be assured of appropriate space all day/every day in order to provide a consistently high quality of instruction, support, and intervention for all students.This space is expected to provide students the opportunity to come together as one 9th grade class, meet, and develop friendships-along with learning both academic and social aspects of high school life that students face when entering a high school environment.  



Thank you!

Questions?
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